ASHBY PRIMARY SCHOOL
SCHOOL COUNCIL MEMBERS 2017

Michelle Dorais
Michelle is a mum of three children and currently teaching Grade 5 at a school in Melbourne’s outer
west. Her eldest daughter, Sadie is in Grade 1 at Ashby this year.
Lori Pereira
Lori is a member of Geelong West Presbyterian Church, which currently meets at Ashby Primary.
She is also a secondary school teacher currently on maternity leave from North Geelong Secondary
College to look after little Alice. Lori is very passionate about community and education.
Kathleen Riches
Kathleen is mum to Nate in Grade 4 and Jake in Grade 1. She has been on School Council and various
sub-committees for 3 years. In a former life of work, Kathleen represented union members and
enjoyed the challenges working as an Advisor in the Federal Parliament. Kathleen is a dedicated
member of the thriving Ashby community and works now on the new challenge of raising
compassionate, thoughtful happy boys.
Kate Suter
Prior to teaching at Ashby, Kate worked in early childhood education for many years as well as having
diverse roles supporting children with additional needs. Kate is committed to social justice and the
natural environment and incorporates these values into the classroom. She is passionate about teaching and is
committed to supporting each and every student. Kate is enjoying directing the school choir this year.
She has prior experience on school council as a parent representative at Barwon Heads Primary school.
She has a 15 year old son studying year 10 this year.
Laura Perrett

(Vice President)

Laura has three children at Ashby - Elsie (Grade 6), Joe (Grade 4), and Mabel (Grade 1), and also little George at home.
An early childhood teacher, Laura has a keen interest in the continued development and improvement of all areas of
Ashby. Laura has several years of experience in school governance, and enjoys participating in the Education subcommittee (and is a new member of the Finance & Fundraising sub-committee as well). Finally, as
President of Friends of Ashby she hopes to extend a warm welcome to all members of the wonderful Ashby
community, and encourage everyone to participate in our lovely little school!
Lis Bevan
Lis, mum to Arkie (who completed Grade 6 at Ashby last year) and Alex and Olly (both Grade 4), is
passionate about education both at Ashby and through her current studies at Swinburne undertaking
a Diploma (Education) in Primary School Teaching. This is Lis’ third year on School Council, highlighting
her commitment and dedication to the school. Lis is also a professional photographer.

Glyn Seal
Glyn (Father of Lexi, Grade 1), and his family are active in the school community. Through his
professional experience, he is highly skilled in policy development, the management of complex issues
and disputes, and the interpretation of legislation. Glyn’s clinical experience has given him a sound body
of knowledge in the management of childhood development. He brings to the School Council a well-rounded
understanding of governance, problem solving and making strategic decisions that aim to benefit the school.
Dirk Heitmann

(President)

Dirk is an experienced Project and People Manager, and has extensive committee experience having
been the President of Geelong West Kindergarten for 4 years prior to being elected as School Council
President at Ashby in 2016. Dirk is excited to continue as School Council President for another year and
aims to do his best to represent the parent community and to look after the needs of our Ashby students.
As a parent (Emily Grade 6 and Lucy Grade 4), Dirk is proud of the development of his daughters throughout
their time at Ashby. He also engages with students and staff through frequently volunteering for excursions
and being a qualified assistant for the BikeEd program.
Gavin Dowling
Gavin teaches both Music and Physical Education at Ashby Primary School and is the Productivity Leader, as well as
leading IT. Gavin has worked in many different schools in the Geelong region and is heavily involved in
regional sporting clubs and organisations. Gavin is particularly interested in the development of
fundamental skills in children, the development of musical and creative skills and the use of technology
to enhance learning.
Meg Bone
Principal, Ashby Primary School
Meg has been principal at Ashby since April 2015. Prior to this she was Assistant Principal at Manor
Lakes P-12 College in Werribee, leading the development of whole school curriculum, assessment and
reporting processes for the new school. When Meg graduated she taught in England for 5 years, and was
Head of Health, PE and Wellbeing at an inner city London School. Meg is a Geelong girl, returning to live
locally only a few years ago following a return from Melbourne and the UK.

Corrie Barclay
Assistant Principal /Curriculum Design and Innovation, Ashby Primary School
As a student/graduate of Ashby Primary School, Corrie now returns as our Assistant Principal in 2017.
Having working in rural and metropolitan schools large and small, Corrie has a high level of knowledge in
school strategic management and leading change for whole school improvement. Corrie also is teaching 2
days per week in Grade 3/4 which he is enjoying immensely.
Ben Prior
Details coming.

